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Attack on Titan Junior High Vol. 1: A Complete Guide to the English Editions 
by Hajime Isayama

Attack on Titan has become a cultural phenomenon since its debut in 2009. While the original series is known for 

its grim, post �apocalyptic setting and intense action, the Junior High spin �off offers a lighter, comedic take on the 

familiar characters. For fans who want to dive into the world of Shingeki no Kyojin (Attack on Titan) in a more 

approachable format, the English editions of Attack on Titan Junior High Volume 1  are an essential purchase. 

This article will walk you through everything you need to know about the English editions, the differences between 

print and digital releases, the role of author Hajime Isayama, and why these volumes are a must �have for both new

readers and seasoned collectors.

What Is Attack on Titan Junior High?

A Brief Overview

Attack on Titan Junior High (Shingeki no Kyojin Junior High) is a parody manga series that reimagines the iconic 

characters as high school students. Written and illustrated by Hajime Isayama, the same creator behind the

original Attack on Titan, the series explores the everyday lives of Eren, Mikasa, Armin, and others in a school

setting. While the original series is renowned for its complex world �building and moral ambiguity, Junior High

focuses on humor, school events, and the quirks of each character’s personality.

Why It Matters to Fans

For fans who grew up with the original series, Junior High provides a nostalgic yet fresh perspective. It allows

readers to see beloved characters in a new light, often revealing hidden traits that were only hinted at in the main

storyline. Additionally, the Junior High volumes are written in a more casual tone, making them accessible to

younger audiences and casual readers who might find the original series too dense.

English Editions: What You Need to Know

Official vs. Fan Translations

Before you start searching for an English edition, it’s important to understand the difference between official

releases and fan translations. Official English editions are licensed by the publisher (Shueisha) and provide

high �quality translation, proper formatting, and official artwork. Fan translations, on the other hand, are produced by

dedicated fans and may contain errors or incomplete pages. For collectors and those seeking a polished reading

experience, official editions are the recommended choice.

Print Editions

•  Publisher: Shueisha (via Viz Media)

•  Pages: 192 pages (approx.)

•  Format: 6.5” x 9.5” (standard manga size)

•  Price Range: $25–$30 (depending on retailer)



•  Features: Full color pages on the cover, original Japanese text on the right side of each page for reference, 

and a small bonus illustration in the back.

•  Publisher: Shueisha (via Viz Media)

•  Pages: Same as hardcover

•  Format: 6.5” x 9.5”

•  Price Range: $15–$18

•  Features: Same content as hardcover but with a more affordable price point.

Digital Editions

•  Format: PDF or ePub (depending on platform)

•  Features: Interactive table of contents, zoomable images, and the ability to bookmark pages.

•  Price: $9–$12

•  Crunchyroll Manga, VIZ Manga, Comixology – These platforms offer subscription-based access to the first 

volume and beyond.

•  Pros: Unlimited reading for a monthly fee, cloud backup, and easy access on multiple devices.

•  Cons: Requires a stable internet connection for streaming.

Collectible Editions

For the serious collector, there are limited �edition releases that include special features such as:

•  Signed copies by Hajime Isayama

•  Exclusive art booklets

•  Premium packaging with foil stamps

•  Limited run numbers (e.g., 1,000 copies)

These editions often come at a premium price but provide a unique keepsake for fans.

How the English Translation Captures Isayama’s Vision

Understanding the Translator’s Role

Translating a manga is more than just converting words from Japanese to English. The translator must preserve the

original tone, humor, and cultural nuances. The English edition of Attack on Titan Junior High was handled by a

professional team at Viz Media, ensuring that the comedic timing and character dynamics remain intact.

Key Differences from the Japanese Original

•  Dialogue Tone: Some jokes that rely on Japanese wordplay were adapted to fit English humor, often using 

puns that resonate with Western audiences.

•  Cultural References: References to Japanese festivals or school life were either translated or replaced with 

analogous Western concepts.

•  Artwork Adjustments: Minor edits to text bubbles were made to accommodate the English script length 

without disrupting the art layout.

Why Isayama’s Involvement Matters

Unlike many spin �offs, Hajime Isayamaactively supervised the Junior High series, ensuring that character

personalities remained faithful to the original while allowing for comedic exaggeration. His involvement guarantees

that the humor is balanced with the core traits that fans love.

Where to Buy Attack on Titan Junior High Vol. 1



Major Retailers

•  Amazon: Offers both new and used copies, often with free shipping.

•  Barnes & Noble: In �store and online options; check for in �store pickup.

•  Books-A-Million: Frequent sales on manga titles.

Specialty Stores

•  Right Stuf Anime: Known for exclusive manga bundles and rare editions.

•  Hot Topic: Occasionally carries manga in their comic section.

•  Local comic shops often have pre �orders and can notify you when new copies arrive.

Digital Platforms

•  VIZ Manga: Offers a free sample of the first chapter; full access requires a subscription.

•  Comixology: Provides a one �time purchase option for digital readers.

•  Google Play Books, Apple Books: Direct eBook purchases with instant download.

Pricing and Value Comparison

Print vs. Digital

While the digital edition is cheaper, the tactile experience of holding a physical manga cannot be replicated. Print

editions also come with high �resolution artwork and the satisfaction of collecting a tangible volume.

Bundle Deals

Some retailers offer bundle deals that include multiple volumes or exclusive merchandise. For example, a

three �volume set might be priced at $70, saving you about $5 per volume compared to buying them individually.

FAQs About Attack on Titan Junior High Vol. 1

Is Attack on Titan Junior High appropriate for all ages?

Yes. The Junior High series is lighthearted and contains no explicit content. It's suitable for teens and adults alike.

Will the English edition include the original Japanese text?

Most official editions include the original Japanese text on the right side of each page, allowing bilingual readers to

compare translations.

Can I read the series in a different order?

No. Attack on Titan Junior High follows a linear narrative, so reading the volumes in order preserves the storyline’s

flow.

Are there any side stories or bonus chapters?

Volume 1 contains a short bonus chapter titled “Eren’s First Day,” which provides a humorous introduction to the

series.

Why Attack on Titan Junior High Vol. 1 Is a Must �Read

Fresh Take on Iconic Characters

Seeing Eren, Mikasa, and Armin in a school setting offers a new perspective that fans have never experienced

before.

High �Quality Translation



The official English edition preserves the humor and character dynamics, making it a reliable source for fans

worldwide.

Collectible Value

Limited editions and special bundles add a collectible aspect that can increase in value over time.

Accessible to New Readers

For those new to Attack on Titan, Junior High provides an approachable entry point before diving into the more

complex original storyline.

Conclusion

Attack on Titan Junior High Volume 1 is more than just a side story; it’s a testament to the enduring popularity of 

Hajime Isayama's world. Whether you choose the crisp print edition, the convenience of a digital copy, or a

collector’s limited release, the English editions deliver an engaging, well �translated experience that honors the

original while offering fresh humor. By understanding the differences between editions, where to buy them, and why

they matter, you can make an informed purchase that enhances your fandom and adds a valuable piece to your

manga collection.
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