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Introduction

Becoming a driving instructor is a rewarding career that combines the joy of teaching with the responsibility of 

ensuring road safety. In the United Kingdom, the authority to train new drivers is regulated by the Driver and Vehicle 

Standards Agency (DVSA). Anyone aspiring to become a licensed driving instructor must submit an application 

for driving instructor authoritythat meets strict criteria and demonstrates a commitment to high standards of

instruction. This guide will walk you through every step of the application process, from initial eligibility checks to

the final approval, and will provide practical tips to help you succeed.

Why the Driving Instructor Authority Matters

The driving instructor authority is more than a bureaucratic formality. It ensures that only qualified, competent, and

ethical professionals are allowed to teach others how to drive safely. The DVSA sets the bar high to protect

learners, the public, and the reputation of the driving instruction industry. By adhering to the authority’s

requirements, you help maintain the integrity of road safety education and protect your future students from

substandard training.

Eligibility Checklist

Before you start the formal application, confirm that you meet these essential criteria:

•  Be at least 21 years old.

•  Hold a full UK driving licence for at least 3 years.

•  Have a clean driving record (no serious convictions or disqualifications).

•  Pass a criminal record check (Disclosure and Barring Service).

•  Complete an approved driving instructor training course.

•  Pass the DVSA's professional knowledge test.

•  Have a valid health certificate confirming you are fit to teach.

Step 1: Enroll in an Approved Training Course

The foundation of a successful application lies in completing a recognised training program. The DVSA recognises

a range of courses, including:

•  National Driver Training (NDT) programmes.

•  Driving Instructor Training (DIT) courses offered by accredited driving schools.

•  Online modules that supplement in �person training.

These courses cover essential topics such as:

•  Teaching techniques and learner psychology.

•  Legal responsibilities and road safety regulations.

•  Assessment methods and record �keeping.

•  Practical driving instruction and vehicle control.



Choose a course that best fits your learning style and schedule. Most programmes last between 3 to 6 months,

depending on whether you study part �time or full �time.

Step 2: Prepare the Required Documentation

Gathering the correct paperwork will streamline the application. Below is a comprehensive list:

1.  Proof of Identity: Valid passport or UK birth certificate.

2.  Driving Licence: A clear copy of your UK driving licence.

3.  Training Certificate: Official completion certificate from your training provider.

4.  Professional Knowledge Test Results: DVSA’s written test score.

5.  Criminal Record Check: DBS or equivalent clearance.

6.  Health Certificate: Medical report confirming fitness to drive and teach.

7.  Reference Letters: From your training provider or a recognised authority.

Step 3: Complete the DVSA Application Form

The application form is available online through the DVSA website. When filling it out, keep these points in mind:

•  Enter accurate personal details—spelling and dates matter.

•  Provide clear, legible copies of all supporting documents.

•  Answer the questionnaire honestly; any discrepancies can lead to delays.

•  Pay the application fee—currently £70, payable by credit card or bank transfer.

Once submitted, the DVSA will review your application, cross �check your documents, and verify your training

completion.

Step 4: Pass the Professional Knowledge Test (PKT)

Even if you have completed an approved course, you must pass the PKT. The test evaluates:

•  Road safety laws and regulations.

•  Vehicle safety and maintenance.

•  Teaching methods and learner assessment.

•  Legal responsibilities of a driving instructor.

To prepare:

•  Study the official PKT handbook.

•  Take practice tests available online.

•  Attend review sessions if offered by your training provider.

A pass mark of 70% is required. If you fail, you may retake the test after 28 days.

Step 5: Obtain the Driving Instructor Licence

Once your application is approved, the DVSA will issue you a driving instructor licence. This licence is valid for 3

years, after which you must renew it. Renewal involves:

•  Submitting a renewal application.

•  Paying the renewal fee (£70).

•  Providing a current health certificate.



Maintaining your licence ensures you remain compliant with industry standards and can continue teaching legally.

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

Incomplete Documentation

Missing or illegible documents can delay approval. Double �check the DVSA checklist before submission, and use a

scanner or high �resolution camera for clear images.

High PKT Scores Required

Many candidates underestimate the difficulty of the PKT. Allocate sufficient study time—ideally 4–6 weeks of

focused preparation—and use multiple study resources.

Health and Fitness Concerns

Driving instructors must demonstrate good physical and mental health. If you have a medical condition, consult a

GP and obtain a detailed health report that addresses the DVSA’s criteria.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

1.  How long does the application process take? Typically 4–6 weeks from submission to final approval, 

depending on document verification and test scheduling.

2.  Can I apply if I have a driving ban? No. A current or recent driving ban disqualifies you from becoming an 

instructor.

3.  Do I need to own a vehicle? No, but you must have access to a suitable vehicle for training sessions.

4.  Is there a minimum number of hours I must teach? Not for the licence itself, but many employers require a 

minimum teaching hours per year.

5.  Can I teach after the licence expires? No. You must renew your licence before it expires to continue teaching 

legally.

Tips for a Successful Application

•  Start early: Begin the application process immediately after completing your training.

•  Keep copies: Maintain both digital and hard copies of every document.

•  Use a checklist: Verify each requirement before submission.

•  Stay organized: Create a folder on your computer dedicated to the application.

•  Seek mentorship: Talk to experienced instructors for advice and support.

Beyond the Licence: Building a Career

Once you hold the driving instructor authority, you can explore various career paths:

•  Work for a reputable driving school.

•  Open your own training centre.

•  Specialise in advanced driving courses (e.g., defensive driving, commercial driver training).

•  Participate in safety campaigns and community outreach.

Continuous professional development is essential. Attend workshops, refresher courses, and stay updated on

changes to road laws and teaching methods.

Conclusion



The journey to becoming a licensed driving instructor begins with a clear understanding of the application for 

driving instructor authorityprocess. By meeting eligibility criteria, completing approved training, gathering

thorough documentation, and passing the PKT, you position yourself for success. Remember that the licence is not

merely a piece of paper—it represents a commitment to road safety, quality education, and lifelong learning. Take

the steps outlined above, stay diligent, and you’ll be on your way to a fulfilling career guiding new drivers toward

safe and responsible driving.
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