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API 674 3rd Edition: A Comprehensive Guide for Engineers and 
Manufacturers

When it comes to the design, fabrication, and installation of pressure vessels and their associated systems, the 

American Petroleum Institute (API) provides the most widely recognized set of standards in the industry. Among 

these, API 674 3rd Edition stands out as the definitive reference for the design, construction, and testing of 

cylindrical pressure vesselsused in the oil and gas, petrochemical, and power generation sectors. This article

delves deep into the history, technical specifications, practical applications, and compliance strategies associated

with the API 674 3rd Edition, offering engineers, manufacturers, and inspectors a clear roadmap for mastering this

critical standard.
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Overview of API 674 3rd Edition

API 674 3rd Edition is a comprehensive set of guidelines that covers the design, fabrication, inspection, testing, 

and certification of cylindrical pressure vesselsfor a wide range of applications. These vessels may be used for

storing, transporting, or processing liquids and gases at pressures ranging from atmospheric up to several hundred

bar.

The standard is divided into two main parts:

•  Part 1 – Design, Fabrication, and Testing

•  Part 2 – Inspection, Testing, and Certification

By following API 674 3rd Edition, manufacturers can ensure that their vessels meet stringent safety, durability, and

performance requirements while also aligning with international codes such as ASME Boiler &amp; Pressure

Vessel Code (BPVC) Section VIII.

Historical Context and Evolution

The API 674 standard was first introduced in the 1970s to address the growing need for a unified approach to

pressure vessel design in the expanding petrochemical industry. Over the decades, the standard has undergone



several revisions to incorporate advances in materials science, manufacturing techniques, and safety regulations.

Key milestones include:

1.  1974 – First edition published.

2.  1984 – Second edition introduces more detailed stress analysis guidelines.

3.  1999 – Third edition (the edition currently in use) incorporates modern computational methods, updated 

material specifications, and enhanced testing procedures.

The 3rd Edition reflects a shift towards performance-based design and quality management systems, ensuring that

vessels not only meet nominal requirements but also demonstrate real-world reliability.

Key Features and Technical Highlights

1. Design Methodology

API 674 3rd Edition employs a fully analytical design approachthat allows engineers to calculate stresses,

dimensions, and material thicknesses with high precision. Key equations include:

•  Maximum allowable stress: <2�Ò�…�
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•  Maximum permissible strain: ;R�Ò�Ã / E

Where P is the internal pressure, D is the diameter, t is the wall thickness, and E is the modulus of elasticity.

2. Material Specifications

The standard lists approved materials, including:

•  Carbon steel (e.g., API 5L X65, X70)

•  Stainless steel (e.g., API 5A, 5B)

•  Alloy steels (e.g., API 5A, 5B)

Each material class comes with specific toughness, corrosion resistance, and weldability requirements.

3. Fabrication Guidelines

From welding procedures to heat treatment and surface finishing, API 674 3rd Edition provides detailed

instructions to ensure consistent quality throughout the manufacturing process.

4. Inspection &amp; Testing Protocols

Key testing methods include:

•  Hydrostatic testing to verify vessel integrity.

•  NDT (Non-Destructive Testing) such as ultrasonic, radiographic, and magnetic particle inspections.

•  Pressure testing at specified cycles to assess fatigue life.

5. Certification &amp; Documentation

Manufacturers must produce a Certificate of Compliancethat details all design calculations, material test reports,

and inspection results. This certificate is essential for regulatory approvals and customer acceptance.

Implementing API 674 3rd Edition in Projects

Adopting the API 674 3rd Edition standard involves a structured approach that aligns with the entire project

lifecycle, from conceptual design to final commissioning.

Step 1: Project Scoping and Requirements Definition



Identify the vessel’s intended use, operating pressure, temperature range, and environmental conditions. This

information informs the selection of appropriate material grades and design parameters.

Step 2: Preliminary Design and Material Selection

Using the design equations from the standard, calculate initial dimensions and wall thickness. Simultaneously,

cross-reference material tables to ensure selected materials meet the required mechanical properties.

Step 3: Detailed Design and Analysis

Perform finite element analysis (FEA) if needed, and validate calculations against API 674 limits. Include 

considerations for thermal expansion, corrosion allowances, and weld joint efficiency.

Step 4: Fabrication Planning

Develop a comprehensive fabrication plan that covers:

•  Cutting and shaping schedules.

•  Welding procedures and welder qualifications.

•  Heat treatment cycles and temperature control.

•  Quality control checkpoints.

Step 5: Inspection and Testing

Schedule all required inspections at critical stages:

•  Pre-weld inspection (e.g., visual, ultrasonic).

•  Post-weld inspection (e.g., radiographic).

•  Final hydrostatic test.

Step 6: Documentation and Certification

Compile all design calculations, material certificates, inspection reports, and test data into a Certificate of 

Compliance. This document must be submitted to regulatory authorities and retained for audit purposes.

Step 7: Commissioning and Operation

During commissioning, verify that the vessel operates within specified limits. Perform routine inspections and 

maintenance as outlined in the standard’s operational guidelines.

Real-World Use Cases

1. Offshore Oil Platforms

Pressure vessels on offshore platforms must withstand harsh marine environments and high-pressure operations.

API 674 3rd Edition ensures vessels are designed with appropriate corrosion-resistant materials and robust

welding procedures to mitigate risks.

2. Chemical Processing Plants

In chemical plants, vessels often handle corrosive fluids at elevated temperatures. The standard’s material

selection guidelines help engineers choose alloys that resist chemical attack while maintaining structural integrity.

3. LNG Storage Facilities

LNG (liquefied natural gas) storage requires vessels that can handle cryogenic temperatures. API 674 3rd Edition’s

provisions for low-temperature design and material toughness are critical in preventing brittle fracture.

4. Power Generation Utilities



Steam and hot water vessels in power plants demand precise thermal expansion management and fatigue

resistance. The standard’s testing protocols ensure long-term reliability under cyclic loading.

Comparison with Other API Standards

While API 674 3rd Edition focuses on cylindrical vessels, other API standards address complementary aspects of

pressure vessel engineering:



Standard Scope Key Features

API 650 Flat-Headed Welded Tanks Design for low-pressure storage, 
corrosion protection.

API 650 Flat-Headed Welded Tanks Design for low-pressure storage, 
corrosion protection.

API 650 Flat-Headed Welded Tanks Design for low-pressure storage, 
corrosion protection.

API 650 Flat-Headed Welded Tanks Design for low-pressure storage, 
corrosion protection.

API 650 Flat-Headed Welded Tanks Design for low-pressure storage, 
corrosion protection.

API 650 Flat-Headed Welded Tanks Design for low-pressure storage, 
corrosion protection.

In contrast, API 674 3rd Edition provides:

•  Detailed stress analysis for high-pressure applications.

•  Extensive material database tailored to cylindrical geometries.

•  Advanced testing protocols for pressure and fatigue.

Practical Implementation Guide

Below is a step-by-step checklist to help teams seamlessly integrate API 674 3rd Edition into their workflows.

1.  Familiarize Your Team

    

      Organize training sessions on API 674 3rd Edition.

2.  Distribute the standard’s PDF and highlight critical sections.

•  Include experienced design engineers, quality assurance, and safety officers.

•  Review all design calculations against API 674 limits.
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