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Introduction

When preparing a research paper, thesis, or literature review, one of the most critical steps is compiling a 

bibliography that accurately reflects the sources you consulted. An annotated bibliography goes beyond a simple 

list of citations; it offers concise commentary on each source, providing readers with insight into its relevance, 

credibility, and contribution to your topic. If you’re working within the American Psychological Association’s 6th 

edition guidelines, crafting an apa 6th edition style annotated bibliographycan feel daunting. This guide will

walk you through every detail—from formatting rules to writing effective annotations—so you can produce a

polished, professional bibliography that meets academic standards.

What Is an Annotated Bibliography?

An annotated bibliography is a structured list of scholarly sources, each accompanied by a brief descriptive and

evaluative paragraph. The annotation typically includes a summary of the main arguments, an assessment of the

source’s strengths and weaknesses, and an explanation of its relevance to your research. Unlike a plain

bibliography, which merely lists titles and publication details, an annotated bibliography demonstrates critical

engagement with the literature and helps readers assess the value of each source at a glance.

Why APA 6th Edition?

While the APA 7th edition has become the current standard, many academic institutions and journals still require

the 6th edition format. The 6th edition has distinct rules for citation, punctuation, and formatting that differ from the

7th edition. Understanding these nuances is essential for ensuring your annotated bibliography aligns with your

instructor’s or publisher’s expectations. Additionally, mastering the 6th edition’s style can provide a solid foundation

for transitioning to newer citation formats in the future.

Components of an APA 6th Edition Annotated Bibliography

Citation

The citation follows the APA 6th edition guidelines for each source type—journal article, book, website, etc. It

includes the author(s), publication year, title, source information, and any necessary retrieval details. Proper citation

establishes credibility and allows readers to locate the original material.

Annotation

The annotation is a brief paragraph (typically 100–150 words) that summarizes the source’s content, evaluates its

credibility, and explains its relevance to your research. The tone is concise and objective, focusing on the source’s

contribution rather than personal opinions.

Formatting Guidelines

General Formatting

Use double spacing for the entire bibliography. Indent the second and subsequent lines of each citation (hanging



indent) by 0.5 inches. Ensure consistent font (Times New Roman 12pt) and left-aligned text. Each entry should

begin on a new line, with the citation followed immediately by the annotation.

Citation Formatting

For journal articles, use the following structure: Author(s). (Year). Title of article. <strong>Journal Name</strong>, 

<strong>Volume</strong>(<strong>Issue</strong>), page range. DOI or URL. For books: Author(s). (Year). 

<strong>Title of Book</strong>. Publisher.Pay close attention to capitalization rules, italics, and punctuation as

prescribed by APA 6th edition.

Annotation Formatting

Annotations should be single-spaced within the paragraph, with a space before and after each annotation. Do not

indent the annotation separately; it should flow directly from the citation. Maintain a consistent style throughout the

bibliography.

Types of Annotations

Summary

A summary annotation concisely recounts the source’s main arguments, findings, and conclusions. It’s ideal for

providing a quick overview of the material.

Evaluation

Evaluation annotations assess the source’s reliability, methodology, and overall contribution. They discuss potential

biases, the quality of evidence, and the author’s credibility.

Critical

Critical annotations combine summary and evaluation while also offering a personal critique. They highlight how the

source aligns or conflicts with your research question.

Step �by �Step Guide to Create an APA 6th Edition Annotated Bibliography

Step 1: Gather Sources

Begin by conducting a comprehensive literature search using academic databases (e.g., PsycINFO, JSTOR,

Google Scholar). Record all bibliographic details—author names, publication dates, titles, and URLs—before you

start reading. This practice saves time and reduces the risk of citation errors.

Step 2: Create Citations

Using the APA 6th edition manual or a reliable online guide, format each source’s citation. Double �check author

order, publication year, and punctuation. If you’re unsure about a specific format, consult the APA 6th edition style

guide or use a citation generator that supports 6th edition.

Step 3: Write Annotations

Read each source thoroughly, noting key points, methodologies, and conclusions. Draft a 100–150 word annotation

that summarizes the content and evaluates its relevance. Keep the tone objective and avoid subjective language

like “I think” or “I believe.”

Step 4: Organize and Review

Arrange the entries alphabetically by the first author’s last name. Verify that each citation follows APA 6th edition

rules and that annotations are clear, concise, and free of grammatical errors. Have a peer or instructor review the



bibliography for consistency and accuracy.

Example of APA 6th Edition Annotated Bibliography

Journal Article

Smith, J. A., &amp; Doe, R. L. (2015). Cognitive development in early childhood: A longitudinal study. 

Developmental Psychology, 51(3), 345 �360. https://doi.org/10.1037/a0031234Smith and Doe provide a

comprehensive analysis of cognitive milestones in children aged 3 to 5. Their longitudinal design, involving 200

participants, offers robust evidence that early exposure to language-rich environments significantly accelerates

problem �solving skills. While the study’s sample is geographically limited, its methodological rigor and clear

operational definitions make it a valuable reference for researchers examining early childhood education.

Book

Johnson, L. M. (2012). Understanding Social Media: Theory and Practice . Routledge.Johnson’s monograph

synthesizes theories of digital communication with empirical case studies of social media platforms. The author

critically evaluates the impact of social networking on identity formation, providing a balanced view that

acknowledges both empowerment and privacy concerns. This work is particularly useful for scholars exploring the

intersection of technology and social behavior.

Website

National Institute of Mental Health. (2020). Stress and Mental Health. https://www.nimh.nih.gov/health/topics/

stressThe NIMH website offers up �to �date statistics and evidence �based recommendations for managing stress. Its

clear organization and use of peer �reviewed data enhance its credibility. However, the page lacks in �depth theoretical

discussion, making it more suitable as a starting point rather than a primary source for advanced research.

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

•  Inconsistent formatting: Always use hanging indents and double spacing throughout.

•  Incorrect punctuation: Pay attention to commas, periods, and semicolons in citations.

•  Overly long annotations: Keep annotations concise—aim for 100–150 words.

•  Subjective language: Use objective, third �person descriptions.

•  Missing retrieval information: Include URLs or DOIs for online sources.

Tools and Resources

•  APA 6th Edition Manual (Print or PDF)

•  Purdue OWL APA 6th Edition Guide

•  Zotero, Mendeley, and EndNote (citation managers that support 6th edition)

•  Google Scholar “Cite” feature (select APA 6th edition)

•  Online citation generators (e.g., Citation Machine, EasyBib) with 6th edition option

FAQs

1.  Can I use APA 7th edition guidelines for my annotated bibliography? Many institutions still require the 6th 

edition; confirm with your instructor before switching.

2.  How long should each annotation be? Aim for 100–150 words, but follow your instructor’s specific length 

requirements.

3.  What if a source has no DOI? Provide the URL if the source is online; otherwise, omit the DOI.



4.  Do I need to include the publisher’s location for books? In APA 6th edition, include the city and state (or 

country) for publishers based outside the U.S.; otherwise, just the publisher name.

5.  Can I use a hanging indent in a word processor? Yes—most word processors (Word, Google Docs) allow 

you to set a hanging indent via paragraph settings.

Conclusion

Crafting an apa 6th edition style annotated bibliographyrequires attention to detail, a clear understanding of

citation rules, and the ability to distill complex research into concise annotations. By following the guidelines

outlined above—organizing your sources, applying accurate APA 6th formatting, and writing focused, evaluative

annotations—you’ll produce a bibliography that not only meets academic standards but also enhances the

credibility and depth of your research project. With practice, the process becomes intuitive, allowing you to focus

more on your research questions and less on formatting minutiae. Happy writing!
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