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Introduction

Calorimetry is a cornerstone of thermodynamics, allowing students to quantify the heat exchanged during chemical 

and physical processes. In the popular educational platform Gizmo, the Mr. Clan laboratory series offers interactive 

simulations that bring these concepts to life. However, many learners find themselves stuck when trying to solve the 

calorimetry challenges presented in the Gizmo Mr. Clan lab. This article provides a thorough guide to the answers 

to calorimetry lab in Gizmo Mr. Clan, breaking down the problems, explaining the underlying physics, and

offering step �by �step solutions. By the end, you’ll not only have the correct answers but also a deeper understanding

of how to approach similar problems in the future.

What Is Calorimetry?

Calorimetry is the science of measuring heat transfer in a system. In a typical calorimetry experiment, a substance

is heated or cooled, and the heat exchanged with the surroundings is calculated using the formula:

1.  Q = m · c · 9EB	b�v†W&R���—2�†V�BÂ�Ò�—2�Ö�70, c is specific heat capacity, and 9EB�—2�F†R�FV×�W ature change.

2.  For phase changes, the formula adapts to Q = m · L, where L is the latent heat.

These equations are the foundation for solving the Gizmo lab problems.

Overview of the Gizmo Mr. Clan Calorimetry Lab

The Gizmo Mr. Clan lab simulates a realistic calorimetry setup. Students interact with virtual apparatuses such as:

•  A calorimeter with a known heat capacity.

•  Samples of varying substances (e.g., water, ice, metal).

•  A temperature probe and a data recording system.

The lab challenges students to determine quantities like the heat of fusion of ice, specific heat of a metal, or the

final equilibrium temperature after mixing hot and cold substances. Each problem is designed to reinforce the core

calorimetry principles and to test the student's ability to apply equations in a dynamic, visual environment.

Why Answers Matter in the Gizmo Calorimetry Lab

While the simulation provides instant visual feedback, the true learning occurs when students interpret the data and

perform calculations. Having the correct answers serves multiple purposes:

•  Verification – Confirms that the student’s reasoning aligns with physical laws.

•  Progress Tracking – Identifies misconceptions that need to be addressed.

•  Confidence Building – Reinforces the student’s ability to tackle similar problems independently.

Therefore, understanding the logic behind each answer is as important as the numeric result.

Step �by �Step Solutions to Common Gizmo Lab Problems

Problem 1: Determining the Heat of Fusion of Ice



In this scenario, a block of ice at 0 °C is placed into a calorimeter containing a known amount of water at a higher

temperature. The final equilibrium temperature is recorded. The goal is to find the latent heat of fusion (Lf) for ice.

1.  Identify known values: mass of ice (mice), mass of water (mwater), initial temperature of water (Ti), and final 

temperature (Tf).

2.  Assume the calorimeter’s heat capacity (Ccal) is known or negligible.

3.  Set up the energy balance equation:

Qlost by water + Qlost by calorimeter = Qgained by ice

Express each term:

Qlost by water = mwater · cwater · (Ti – Tf)

4.  Qlost by calorimeter = Ccal · (Ti – Tf)

5.  Qgained by ice = mice · Lf + mice · cwater · (Tf – 0 /°C)

Problem 2: Calculating the Specific Heat Capacity of a Metal

Here, a metal sample at a high temperature is dropped into a calorimeter filled with water at room temperature.

After equilibrium, the temperature rises slightly. Determine the specific heat capacity (cmetal) of the metal.

1.  Record: mmetal, mwater, Ti,metal, Ti,water, and Tf.

2.  Assume calorimeter heat capacity is negligible.

3.  Energy balance:

mmetal · cmetal · (Ti,metal – Tf) = mwater · cwater · (Tf – Ti,water)

Solve for cmetal:

cmetal = [mwater · cwater · (Tf – Ti,water)] / [mmetal · (Ti,metal – Tf)]

Insert the data; typical metals (e.g., aluminum) yield c "H 0.9 /J/g·K.

Problem 3: Final Equilibrium Temperature After Mixing Hot and Cold Liquids

Two liquids at different temperatures are mixed in a calorimeter. The task is to predict the final temperature (Tf)

without simulation.

1.  Known: m1, c1, T1; m2, c2, T2; Ccal.

2.  Energy conservation:

m1 · c1 · (T1 – Tf) + m2 · c2 · (T2 – Tf) + Ccal · (Ti,cal – Tf) = 0

Rearrange for Tf:

Tf = [m1 · c1 · T1 + m2 · c2 · T2 + Ccal · Ti,cal] / [m1 · c1 + m2 · c2 + Ccal]

Compute using the provided numbers.

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

•  Ignoring the Calorimeter’s Heat Capacity – Even a seemingly small heat capacity can affect the final 

temperature.

•  Using Incorrect Sign Conventions – Heat lost by a system is negative; heat gained is positive. Consistency 

prevents algebraic errors.

•  Assuming cwater = 4.18 /J/g·K for all temperatures – This value is accurate near room temperature but varies 

slightly at extremes.

•  Overlooking phase changes – If the temperature crosses the freezing or boiling point, latent heat must be 

accounted for.

Tips for Mastering Calorimetry in Gizmo



1.  Sketch the Energy Flow – Visualizing heat exchange helps avoid misinterpretation.

2.  Use Consistent Units – Convert masses to grams and temperatures to Celsius or Kelvin before calculations.

3.  Double �Check Data Entry – The Gizmo interface often displays values in a single line; a misplaced decimal 

can lead to a large error.

4.  Practice with Variations – Try altering the mass ratio or initial temperatures to see how the equations respond.

5.  Take advantage of the “Show Calculations” feature in Gizmo, which reveals the step �by �step algebraic 

manipulations.

Additional Resources for Deeper Understanding

•  Physics Textbooks – Chapters on thermodynamics often include worked calorimetry problems.

•  Online Calculators – Input the calorimetry formulae to verify manual calculations.

•  Video Tutorials – Many educators provide walkthroughs of Gizmo labs on platforms like YouTube.

•  Interactive Simulations – Aside from Gizmo, PhET offers free calorimetry simulations for practice.

Conclusion

Mastering the answers to calorimetry lab in Gizmo Mr. Clanis more than memorizing numbers; it’s about

developing a systematic approach to energy conservation problems. By understanding the underlying equations,

paying attention to details such as heat capacities and sign conventions, and practicing with varied scenarios,

students can confidently solve any calorimetry challenge—whether in a virtual lab or a real �world experiment.

Armed with these strategies, you’ll not only excel in Gizmo but also gain a robust foundation for future studies in

physics, chemistry, and engineering.
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