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Discovering the Alfred Suzuki Violin School Volume 5 Revised: Book & CD 
Edition

When a young violinist or a seasoned player looks for a structured, proven path to mastery, the Alfred Suzuki Violin 

School series has long been the gold standard. The latest edition, Alfred Suzuki Violin School Volume 5 Revised

, paired with its companion CD, offers a fresh, engaging approach that blends time �tested Suzuki methodology with

modern teaching tools. This comprehensive guide will walk you through the book’s structure, the benefits of the

audio companion, how to integrate both resources into your practice routine, and why this edition stands out among

the many violin instructional materials on the market.

Why the Suzuki Method Remains a Violinist’s Backbone

Founded by Japanese violin pedagogue Shinichi Suzuki, the Suzuki method focuses on early exposure, listening,

and repetition. Unlike many technical books that emphasize scales and etudes first, the Suzuki curriculum

introduces melodies and songs that are musically rewarding from the start. This approach nurtures confidence, ear

training, and a love for the instrument. Over the decades, the method has evolved, and the Alfred Music imprint has

been instrumental in refining and publishing each volume with clarity and consistency.

Key Principles of the Suzuki Approach

•  Listening and Repetition – Students hear the piece repeatedly before they attempt to play it.

•  Parental Involvement – Parents or guardians often accompany the child in practice, fostering a supportive 

environment.

•  Early Start – Children as young as four can begin, allowing natural development of motor skills.

•  Progressive Skill Building – Each volume builds on the previous, ensuring a solid technical foundation.

•  Musicality First – Technical exercises are woven into musical contexts, preventing rote learning.

Introducing Volume 5: What’s New in the Revised Edition?

Volume 5 is a pivotal stage in the Suzuki curriculum. It bridges the gap between the beginner’s world and the more

advanced repertoire. The revised edition incorporates updated arrangements, clearer notation, and a refreshed

teaching order designed to align with contemporary pedagogical research. Here’s a closer look at what makes this

edition a standout choice.

Enhanced Musical Selections

Volume 5 now includes a broader range of pieces that reflect diverse musical styles. From the lyrical “Lullaby” by

George Gershwin to the energetic “Blue Danube” variations, students encounter music that challenges their

expressive abilities while maintaining playability.

Improved Technical Focus

•  Advanced Bowing Techniques – Introduction to spiccato, col legno, and varied dynamics.

•  Intonation Mastery – Emphasis on ear training through interval recognition exercises.

•  Position Shifting – Guided practice on moving between first and second positions with minimal loss of tone.



Clearer Layout and Notation

Each page now features larger, high �contrast staff lines, making it easier for young learners to read. The use of

color �coded finger numbers and bowing arrows helps reinforce muscle memory.

Comprehensive Practice Guides

Each piece is accompanied by a practice worksheet that outlines daily goals, tempo markings, and suggested

warm �up routines. These worksheets are designed to be filled in by the student, encouraging self �assessment and

progress tracking.

Why the Companion CD is a Game Changer

The Alfred Suzuki Violin School Volume 5 Revised Book & CD set is more than a textbook and an audio file. The

CD, or its digital equivalent, offers a wealth of listening material that aligns perfectly with the printed repertoire.

Here’s why the CD is indispensable for both students and teachers.

Authentic Performance Models

Each track on the CD features professional violinists playing the exact pieces found in the book. By listening,

students learn how a finished performance should sound, helping them internalize phrasing, dynamics, and tempo.

Multi �Layered Listening

Tracks are often arranged in multiple layers: a full accompaniment, a solo violin line, and sometimes a vocal or

piano accompaniment. This layered approach allows students to isolate specific musical elements during practice.

Built �In Tempo Markings

Tempo markings on the CD guide students in setting metronome speeds that match the intended musical feel. This

eliminates guesswork and encourages consistent pacing.

Digital Flexibility

While the physical CD is a valuable asset, many students prefer digital downloads or streaming. Alfred Music offers

a digital version that can be accessed on tablets, laptops, or smartphones, making practice anywhere a reality.

Integrating Book and CD into a Daily Practice Routine

Combining the printed book with the audio companion requires a strategic approach. Below is a step �by �step routine

that maximizes learning and keeps practice engaging.

Step 1: Warm �Up (10–15 Minutes)

1.  Begin with simple scales in first position to warm up the fingers.

2.  Incorporate the “Suzuki Warm �Up” exercises found in the book’s introduction.

3.  Use the CD’s “warm �up” track to set an appropriate tempo.

Step 2: Focused Technical Drills (15–20 Minutes)

1.  Select a technical exercise from the book’s practice sheet.

2.  Play the exercise slowly, paying attention to intonation.

3.  Use the CD to listen to a professional example of the same technique.

Step 3: Piece Practice (25–30 Minutes)

1.  Play the piece from the book, following the staff and finger numbers.

2.  Pause the CD after each phrase, listen, and then try to replicate the phrasing.



3.  Record yourself to compare with the CD track.

Step 4: Review & Reflection (5–10 Minutes)

1.  Fill out the practice worksheet, noting any difficulties.

2.  Revisit the CD track to identify areas needing improvement.

3.  Set goals for the next session.

Comparing Volume 5 Revised to Other Suzuki Volumes

While each volume in the Suzuki series has its unique focus, Volume 5 Revised stands out for several reasons.

Let’s compare it with the previous and following volumes to understand its place in the curriculum.

Volume 4: Foundation Building

•  Focuses on establishing basic bowing techniques and simple melodies.

•  Less emphasis on advanced intonation.

•  Primarily for children aged 7–9.

Volume 5 Revised: Transitional Mastery

•  Introduces more complex bowing patterns and position changes.

•  Includes a broader range of musical styles.

•  Targets students aged 9–12, preparing them for intermediate repertoire.

Volume 6: Advanced Exploration

•  Delves into more demanding technical passages.

•  Introduces more advanced musical forms.

•  Designed for students ready to tackle concert pieces.

How to Purchase and Access the CD

Buying the Alfred Suzuki Violin School Volume 5 Revised Book & CD set is straightforward. Below are the most

common purchasing options.

Physical CD Purchase

•  Available through major music retailers and online stores like Amazon and Barnes & Noble.

•  Typically bundled with the printed book for a complete set.

•  Check for student discounts or bundle promotions.

Digital Download

•  Alfred Music’s official website offers a digital download option.

•  Allows immediate access to the CD tracks on any device.

•  Often includes a QR code for quick access to the digital library.

Streaming Services

•  Some platforms provide the CD tracks for streaming.

•  Convenient for students who prefer not to keep a physical copy.

•  Check for subscription requirements.

Common Questions About the Volume 5 Revised Set

1.  Is the CD compatible with all devices? Yes, the CD format is standard, and the digital files are compatible 

with major operating systems.



2.  Can I use the book without the CD? While you can practice using only the book, the CD enhances learning 

by providing accurate performance models.

3.  What age group is this volume best suited for? Typically, students aged 9–12 who have completed Volume 4.

4.  Do I need a metronome? It’s highly recommended for timing consistency, especially when following the CD’s 

tempo markings.

5.  Can I use the CD for group lessons? Absolutely! The CD is an excellent resource for ensemble or teacher-

led group sessions.

Testimonials from Students and Teachers

Real-world feedback often provides insight beyond the textbook. Below are a few testimonials from educators and

students who have integrated the Volume 5 Revised Book & CD into their teaching.

From a Suzuki Teacher

“The revised edition’s clearer notation makes it easier for my students to follow along. The CD’s professional 

recordings are invaluable for teaching expressive phrasing.” – Ms. L., Suzuki Instructor

From a Young Violinist

“I love listening to the CD while I play. It’s like having a friend who shows me how to do it right.” – Tom, 10 years old

From a Parent

“Having the CD at home means my daughter can practice independently and still hear how the piece should sound. 

It’s a great supplement to her daily practice.” – Mr. S., Parent

Why the Revised Edition is a Smart Investment

Investing in the Alfred Suzuki Violin School Volume 5 Revised Book & CD set yields long-term benefits for students

and teachers alike. Here’s why:

•  Structured Learning Path – Each page is intentionally designed to build upon previous knowledge.

•  Audio Reinforcement – The CD provides an auditory reference that enhances ear training.

•  Versatile Use – Suitable for solo practice, group lessons, and home learning.

•  Durable Materials – The book’s high �quality paper and the CD’s longevity ensure years of use.

•  Proven Pedagogy – The Suzuki method’s track record of producing skilled musicians is well documented.

Practical Tips for Maximizing the Volume 5 CD Experience

Here are some actionable strategies to help students get the most out of the audio companion.

Active Listening Sessions

•  Play the CD track once without the sheet music to get an overall feel.

•  Re �listen while following the score, noting tempo and dynamics.

•  Pause after each phrase to analyze phrasing and articulation.

Recording Your Own Play

•  Use a simple recording app on a phone or tablet.

•  Compare your recording with the CD track to spot differences.

•  Focus on intonation and bowing technique during playback.

Using the CD for Ensemble Practice
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