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Mastering the English Alphabet Pronunciation: A Comprehensive Guide for
Romanian Learners

Learning the English alphabet is the first stepping stone toward fluency, but many Romanian speakers find the
pronunciation of English letters challenging. The English alphabet contains 26 letters, each with its own name and
sound. While the spelling is straightforward, the way we pronounce each letter can be surprising, especially when
compared to Romanian phonetics. This guide will walk you through every letter, provide practical tips for
pronunciation, and help you build a solid foundation for reading, writing, and speaking English confidently.

Why English Alphabet Pronunciation Matters

Understanding how each letter is pronounced is essential for:

e Reading Accuracy — Recognizing letters in words.

« Spelling Confidence — Knowing the correct letter sounds when writing.

« Listening Skills — Identifying spoken words in conversation.

e Pronunciation of Names — Correctly saying your own name or others’ names in English.

For Romanian learners, the biggest hurdles often involve the soft and hardsounds,  silent letters, and the
differences between letter names and their spoken sounds. By mastering these fundamentals, you’ll reduce errors
and build a strong linguistic base.

Understanding Letter Names vs. Letter Sounds

In English, the name of a letter (e.g., “B” pronounced /bi- 0’ —2 W7\d#Eent from the sound it makes within a
word (e.g., the “b” in “bat” pronounced /b/). Romanian learners often confuse the two. Below is a quick reminder:

e Letter Name: The way you say the letter when you read it aloud (often a long vowel sound).
e Letter Sound: The actual phoneme that appears when the letter is part of a word.

We'll cover both aspects for each letter in the list that follows.

The Complete English Alphabet Pronunciation Guide

Below is an ordered list of all 26 letters. For each entry, we provide the letter name, the most common sound it
makes in words, and a few example words that illustrate the sound. Pronunciations are written in the International
Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) to help you hear the exact vowel or consonant quality.

A — Letter name: /e&¢6° Common sound: /ee/ as in cat, /e&¢0 2 -a 6 °e.

B — Letter name: /bi- 6° Common sound: /b/ as in bat.

C — Letter name: /si- 6° Common sounds: /k/ as in cat, /s/ as in cent.

D — Letter name: /di- 6° Common sound: /d/ as in dog.

E — Letter name: /i- ° Common sounds: /%20 2 —a &VBA &'D/ as in me.

F — Letter name: /%Yb6° Common sound: /f/ as in fish.

G — Letter name: /d)&D/; Common sounds: /g/ as in go, /d)"0 2 -a v— affe.
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8. H — Letter name: /e&8Bf/; Common sound: /h/ as in hat.

9. | — Letter name: /a&¢6° Common sounds: /&¢0 2 -4 6—BA 6 j/ as in ice.

10. J — Letter name: /d)&Rj/; Common sound: /d)"0 2 -a ! Oa

11. K — Letter name: /ke&¢6° Common sound: /k/ as in kite.

12. L — Letter name: /%YA6° Common sound: /I/ as in lamp.

13. M — Letter name: /%%06° Common sound: /m/ as in moon.

14. N - Letter name: /%Ya6° Common sound: /n/ as in net.

15. O — Letter name: /o(¢6° Common sounds: /%"0 2 —a t+BA 60S/ as in go.

16. P — Letter name: /pi- 6° Common sound: /p/ as in pen.

17. Q — Letter name: /kju- 6° Common sound: /kw/ as in queen (always followed by “u”).
18. R — Letter name: /% "6° Common sound: /"0 2 -a &VB ,VeevE—6, T 2 adax&t+F-2 0y/ in some accents).
19. S - Letter name: /%-26° Common sound: /s/ as in sun.

20. T — Letter name: /ti- 6° Common sound: /t/ as in top.

21. U — Letter name: /ju- 6° Common sounds: /(A0 2-a W, /ju-0 2 -a W6P.

22. V — Letter name: /vi- 6° Common sound: /v/ as in van.

23. W — Letter name: /,tBEb%—-Aae§RD/; Common sound: /w/ as in win.

24. X — Letter name: /%9-26° Common sound: /ks/ as in box.

25. Y — Letter name: /wa&¢6° Common sounds: /j/ as in yes, /a&¢d 2 —a by.

26. Z — Letter name: /zi- 0 ...U2’ =" +=¢[d/ (UK); Common sound: /z/ as in zoo.

Notice how many letters have multiple sounds depending on context. Romanian speakers often rely on one
pronunciation, but in English you’ll encounter variations such as the soft “c” (/s/) and hard “c” (/k/). Below are some
common patterns and tips to remember them.

Common Pronunciation Patterns and Tips

Soft vs. Hard C and G

Both C and G can be soft (pronounced /s/ and /d)"0 &W7 V7F—"ehardr(/k/ and /g/). The rule of thumb is:
< Soft when followed by E, I, Y (e.g., cent, city, cycle).
e Hard in all other cases (e.g., cat, game).

Silent Letters

English has many silent letters that can trip up learners:
e kin know, knight.

e b in thumb, debt.
* e in cake, time.

Practice by reading words aloud and focusing on the missing sounds.

Digraphs and Trigraphs
Some letter combinations produce a single sound:
e TH-/;0 2-aFt-a&?Ay 0 2-aFt—0.
e SH-/(20 2 -a 610P.
e CH-/t(20 2-a6T—.
e PH —/f/ as in phone.
¢ QU —/kw/ as in queen.

These digraphs are pronounced as a single unit, so treat them as one sound when practicing.



Vowel Variations

English vowels can be long or short, and their pronunciation changes with word position. The IPA symbols above
help you identify whether
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