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Introduction

Learning a new language can feel like navigating a maze, especially when you encounter the intricacies of 

grammar. For many students of Afrikaans, one of the first hurdles is mastering plural forms, or meervoude. Plurals 

are essential for clear communication, and the beauty of Afrikaans lies in its relatively straightforward rules 

compared to other languages. In this guide, we’ll explore a variety of afrikaans meervoude examples, break down

the patterns that govern them, and provide practical strategies to help you use plurals with confidence.

Understanding Afrikaans Plural Forms

Unlike English, where pluralization often requires adding an “s” or “es,” Afrikaans offers a mix of regular and

irregular patterns. The language’s Dutch roots mean many nouns follow predictable rules, but there are also unique

twists that can surprise learners. By grasping the basic framework, you’ll be able to tackle most plural forms with

ease.

The Role of Nouns and Articles

In Afrikaans, nouns are typically accompanied by articles that indicate definiteness and number. The indefinite

article “‘n” (a) remains the same in both singular and plural contexts. However, the definite article “die” (the) can

shift to “die” for plural nouns as well, but the surrounding sentence structure helps clarify the number.

Understanding these article-noun relationships is key to recognizing plural forms in context.

Common Rules for Making Plurals

Below are the most frequently encountered rules for forming plurals in Afrikaans. Each rule is illustrated with clear

examples to help you internalize the patterns.

1. Add “-s” or “-e” to Most Nouns

•  Singular: boek (book) !’ Plural: boeke (books)

•  Singular: stoel (chair) !’ Plural: stoele (chairs)

•  Singular: huis (house) !’ Plural: huise (houses)

In many cases, adding an “-e” after the noun forms the plural. If the noun already ends in an “e,” simply add “-s.” For 

example, klas (class) becomes klasse (classes).

2. Nouns Ending in “-ie” Take “-ie” Plurals

•  Singular: kansie (chance) !’ Plural: kansies (chances)

•  Singular: muisie (little mouse) !’ Plural: muisies (little mice)

When a noun ends with “-ie,” the plural is typically formed by adding an “s.” This rule applies to many diminutives

and affectionate forms.

3. Nouns Ending in “-y” Often Add “-ie”

•  Singular: kry (to get) !’ Plural: kryie (gets)

•  Singular: stap (step) !’ Plural: stappe (steps)



Note that this rule is more common with adjectives and verbs, but some nouns following this pattern also adopt the

“-ie” plural form.

4. Words Ending in “-s” or “-es” Stay the Same

•  Singular: bus (bus) !’ Plural: busse (buses)

•  Singular: huis (house) !’ Plural: huise (houses)

When a noun ends in “-s” or “-es,” the plural often requires an additional “-e” or “-s” to avoid awkward pronunciation. 

However, some words retain the same form in both singular and plural, such as kies (choice).

Exceptions and Irregular Plurals

While most nouns follow the rules above, Afrikaans also has its share of irregular plural forms. These exceptions

can be tricky, but with practice, you’ll be able to recognize and use them correctly.

1. The “-ie” to “-ie” Shift

•  Singular: kroegie (small bar) !’ Plural: kroegies (small bars)

•  Singular: pynie (little pain) !’ Plural: pynies (little pains)

These forms are consistent but may feel irregular to learners accustomed to English pluralization.

2. Nouns with No Change

•  Singular: kies (choice) !’ Plural: kies (choices)

•  Singular: kruis (cross) !’ Plural: kruise (crosses)

Some nouns do not change when pluralized. The context and accompanying article usually clarify the number.

3. The “-er” to “-ere” Rule

•  Singular: ander (other) !’ Plural: andere (others)

•  Singular: geru (married) !’ Plural: gerure (married people)

Adjectives and participles often adopt this plural form, especially when they describe a group of people or objects.

Special Cases: Words Ending in “s,” “ie,” and “y”

Some nouns require special attention because their endings can lead to ambiguous or awkward plural forms.

Below we outline strategies for handling these tricky cases.

1. Words Ending in “-s”

When a noun ends in “-s,” you usually add “-e” to form the plural, but pronunciation guides can help avoid confusion.

•  Singular: kies (choice) !’ Plural: kiesse (choices)

•  Singular: bus (bus) !’ Plural: busse (buses)

2. Words Ending in “-ie”

For diminutives or affectionate forms ending in “-ie,” the plural typically adds an “s.”

•  Singular: kansie (chance) !’ Plural: kansies (chances)

•  Singular: muisie (little mouse) !’ Plural: muisies (little mice)

3. Words Ending in “-y”

These words often change to “-ie” or keep the same form depending on the noun’s gender and usage.



•  Singular: kry (to get) !’ Plural: kryie (gets)

•  Singular: stap (step) !’ Plural: stappe (steps)

Practical Tips for Learners

Mastering plural forms isn’t just about memorizing rules; it’s also about applying them in everyday practice. Here 

are some strategies to help you internalize afrikaans meervoude examples.

1. Create Flashcards

Write the singular form on one side of a flashcard and the plural on the other. Include a sample sentence to

reinforce context.

2. Use Contextual Sentences

Write or find sentences that use both singular and plural forms. The surrounding words will help you remember the

correct pluralization.

3. Listen to Native Speakers

Audio resources, podcasts, and movies expose you to natural plural usage. Pay attention to how plurals are

pronounced and used in conversation.

4. Practice with Language Apps

Many language learning apps have specific modules for plural forms. Regularly completing these exercises can

reinforce patterns.

Using Plural Examples in Sentences

Here are several sentences that illustrate the plural rules discussed. By examining these examples, you’ll see how

plural forms fit seamlessly into everyday speech.

Regular Plural Forms

1.  Ek het boeke in my boekentas. (I have books in my backpack.)

2.  Die stoele in die eetkamer is rooi. (The chairs in the dining room are red.)

3.  Hy het drie huise in die dorp. (He has three houses in the village.)

Irregular Plural Forms

1.  Die kies van die groep is baie belangrik. (The choices of the group are very important.)

2.  Ons het kroegies in die winkel. (We have small bars in the shop.)

3.  Die kruise op die rivier is mooi. (The crosses on the river are beautiful.)

Special Cases

1.  Ek sien busse aan die halte. (I see buses at the stop.)

2.  Die kansies vir sukses is groot. (The chances of success are great.)

3.  Die stappe in die trap is glad. (The steps in the stair are smooth.)

Advanced Topics: Pluralization in Verbs and Adjectives

While nouns are the most common focus of pluralization, Afrikaans also pluralizes
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