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Discovering African American Studies at St. Louis University

When you think of a vibrant, interdisciplinary program that examines the cultural, historical, and political

experiences of African Americans, the African American Studies program at St. Louis University (SLU) stands out

as a beacon of academic excellence and community engagement. Nestled in the heart of St. Louis, a city rich with

African American heritage, SLU’s program offers students a chance to explore the complexities of race, identity,

and social justice while gaining a rigorous education that prepares them for careers in academia, public policy, the

arts, and beyond.

In this comprehensive guide, we’ll walk you through the history of the program, its curriculum, faculty expertise,

student life, admissions process, and the career pathways that await graduates. Whether you’re a prospective

student, a parent, a faculty member, or simply curious about the impact of African American Studies, this article will

provide a detailed, SEO �optimized overview of everything you need to know about African American Studies at SLU.

History and Mission of African American Studies at SLU

St. Louis University’s African American Studies program began in the early 1990s, a period marked by a national

surge in the development of ethnic studies programs across the United States. The initiative was driven by a

growing recognition of the need for a dedicated space where scholars could investigate the African American

experience from multiple angles—historical, literary, sociological, and artistic.

Since its inception, the program has grown into a dynamic, interdisciplinary hub that encourages critical thinking,

research, and community service. Its mission is threefold:

•  Academic Rigor: Provide a comprehensive curriculum that covers African American history, literature, culture, 

and contemporary issues.

•  Community Engagement: Foster partnerships with local organizations to promote social justice and civic 

involvement.

•  Global Perspective: Situate African American experiences within the broader context of diaspora studies and 

global movements for racial equality.

By aligning with these core values, African American Studies at SLU has positioned itself as a leader in the field,

producing scholars who are well �equipped to address pressing social challenges.

Program Structure: Majors, Minors, and Certificates

Major in African American Studies

The major requires a minimum of 36 credit hours, including core courses, electives, and a capstone project.

Students must complete the following:

1.  Core courses covering foundational topics such as African American History I & II, African American 

Literature, and Race and Ethnicity in the United States.

2.  Elective courses that allow specialization in areas like Black Feminist Thought, Afro �Diasporic Art, or Urban 

Studies and Gentrification.



3.  Research methods or data analysis courses to build quantitative and qualitative skills.

4.  A senior thesis or capstone presentation that demonstrates mastery of the subject matter.

Minor in African American Studies

For students pursuing a different major, the minor offers a flexible 15-credit curriculum. It includes two core courses

and three electives, enabling students to gain a solid grounding in African American scholarship without the time

commitment of a full major.

Certificate Programs

SLU also offers certificate tracks for professionals and community members who wish to deepen their 

understanding of African American issues. These certificates can be completed in as little as 12 credit hours and 

cover topics such as Black History in the Midwest or Social Justice Advocacy.

Curriculum Overview: Core Courses and Electives

Core Courses

Core courses are designed to provide a foundational understanding of the African American experience across

time and space.

•  African American History I & II: A chronological survey from the colonial era to the present.

•  African American Literature: Analysis of seminal works from early slave narratives to contemporary novels.

•  Race and Ethnicity in the United States: Examination of racial formation, segregation, and civil rights 

movements.

•  Black Political Thought: Study of political theories and movements emerging from African American 

communities.

Electives

Students can tailor their education by selecting from a wide range of electives:

•  Black Feminist Thought: Exploration of gender, race, and intersectionality.

•  Afro �Diasporic Art: Survey of visual and performing arts across the African diaspora.

•  Urban Studies and Gentrification: Analysis of urban policy and its impact on African American neighborhoods.

•  African American Music and Culture: Study of musical traditions, from blues to hip �hop.

•  African American Studies and Social Media: Investigation of digital activism and representation.

Faculty and Research Excellence

SLU’s African American Studies faculty are renowned scholars whose research spans history, literature, sociology,

and cultural studies. Their work is frequently published in top journals and presented at international conferences.

Key Faculty Profiles

•  Dr. Maya Johnson: Specializes in African American Urban History and has authored “From Slavery to the City: 

The Evolution of African American Communities.”

•  Professor Jamal Thompson: Focuses on Black Political Thought and is a leading voice in contemporary civil 

rights discourse.

•  Dr. Angela Reed: Expert in Afro �Diasporic Art and Visual Culture, with exhibitions showcased nationwide.

Research Centers and Initiatives

SLU supports several research initiatives that provide students with hands �on experience:



•  The African American Research Center (AARC): Offers archival resources and research assistance.

•  Center for Social Justice and Equity: Facilitates community �based research projects.

•  Collaborations with local museums and cultural institutions for internships and fieldwork.

Student Life: Clubs, Events, and Community Engagement

Beyond the classroom, African American Studies students at SLU thrive in a vibrant community of scholars and

activists.

Student Organizations

•  Black Student Union (BSU): A platform for cultural celebration, advocacy, and leadership development.

•  African American Studies Society: Organizes speaker series, film screenings, and academic conferences.

•  Collaborations with the St. /Louis Urban Coalition for civic engagement projects.

Annual Events

•  Black History Month Symposium: A weeklong series featuring keynote speakers and panel discussions.

•  Summer Research Conference: Students present their research to faculty and peers.

•  Community outreach programs such as literacy tutoring and mentorship for local high �school students.

Admissions: Requirements and Application Process

Applying to the African American Studies program at SLU is a straightforward process that emphasizes academic

readiness and a genuine interest in the field.

Undergraduate Admissions

1.  Academic Record: A minimum GPA of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale.

2.  Standardized Tests: SAT or ACT scores are optional for the 2025–26 academic year; however, strong scores 

can enhance your application.

3.  Personal Statement: Discuss your interest in African American studies and how the program aligns with your 

goals.

4.  Letters of Recommendation: Two academic references.

5.  Submit the SLU Online Application and pay the application fee.

Graduate Admissions

1.  Master’s Program: Requires a bachelor’s degree with a GPA of 3.0 or higher, a statement of purpose, and 

two letters of recommendation.

2.  Ph.D. Program: In addition to the master’s requirements, applicants must submit a research proposal and 

demonstrate advanced research experience.

3.  Graduate students receive a stipend and health benefits as part of the program.

Career Paths and Alumni Success Stories

Graduates of the African American Studies program at SLU are prepared for a wide range of careers that value

critical thinking, research skills, and cultural competence.

Common Career Paths

•  Academic and Research Positions in universities and think tanks.

•  Public Policy and Advocacy roles in government agencies and NGOs.

•  Community Organizing and Social Justice Leadership.

•  Media, Journalism, and Cultural Programming.



•  Arts Administration and Curatorial Work in museums and galleries.

Alumni Spotlight

•  Dr. Lisa Martinez: Now a professor of African American Studies at a major university, she focuses on urban 

revitalization and gentrification.

•  Michael Thompson: Former civil rights attorney, currently leading a nonprofit that provides legal aid to 

underserved communities.

•  Aisha Patel: Director of Diversity and Inclusion at a Fortune 500 company, leveraging her research to 

implement inclusive workplace policies.

Financial Aid, Scholarships, and Funding Opportunities

SLU offers a variety of financial aid options to support African American Studies students.

Scholarships

•  SLU Diversity Scholarship: Awarded to students who demonstrate leadership in diversity and inclusion.

•  External scholarships from organizations such as the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 

People (NAACP) and the Scholars at Risk foundation.

Grants and Fellowships

Graduate students may apply for fellowships through the National Science Foundation (NSF) or the Ford 

Foundation, particularly those engaged in interdisciplinary research projects.

How to Get Involved: Internships and Fieldwork

Practical experience is a cornerstone of the African American Studies curriculum. Students are encouraged to

pursue internships with local museums, community organizations, and policy think tanks.

•  St. /Louis Museum of Art: Internship in African American art exhibits.

•  Urban Policy Institute: Research assistant position focusing on housing equity.

•  Volunteer opportunities with the St. /Louis Public Library’s African American History Collection.

Conclusion: Why Choose African American Studies at SLU?

The African American Studies program at St. Louis University offers an unparalleled blend of academic rigor,

community engagement, and career readiness. With a rich history, distinguished faculty, and a supportive network

of students and alumni, SLU provides the ideal environment for anyone passionate about exploring the African

American experience and contributing to social justice.

Whether you’re looking to pursue a career in academia, public policy, or community leadership, the program equips

you with the analytical tools, research skills, and cultural literacy needed to make a lasting impact. Apply today and

become part of a tradition of scholarship, activism, and transformative learning that continues to shape the future of

African American Studies in the United States and beyond.
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